
DO YOU KNOW 
THIS DOG?

He has no choice but to sleep, eat, and go to the 
bathroom within the scope of his tether.  This 
causes great psychological damage, and it 
doesn't matter whether the dog is a Rottweiler or 
a Poodle, a purebred or a mutt.  This animal is 
not allowed to develop socially, and above 
all dogs are social animals, meant to be tied to 
human interaction, not a tree.

Tethered dogs pose a hazard to the 
neighborhood and to themselves..  Due to their 
lack of socialization, they are fearful and often 
resort to territorial behavior,so a person or other 
animal crossing into their territory may be subject 
to attack. The dog may also be a victim of 
bullying by insensitive people, or of theft by those 
seeking dogs for fighting or research. If he ever 
breaks free, his reactions to people and other 
animals would be unpredictable at best.

You can read more on this subject by researching 
"Dogs and Tethering" or by reading The Humane 
Society's article "The Facts about Tethering and 
Chaining" at HumaneSociety.org.

Finally, the behavior described above is cruel, 
extreme and criminal.  The term "tethering" refers 
to this act of total neglect and abuse.  The animal 
owner who uses a leash, rope or other restraint 
to train a dog in a careful, engaged way, or who 
lets the dog out on a line while supervised is NOT 
the one under this microscope. Common sense 
and common decency are a great place to begin 
a community conversation about dealing with this 
issue.

This dog might live next door to you, or down the 
street. You'd know it, because this dog probably 
barks a lot, and growls if you walk by.  Rain or 
shine, he's out there, chained up 24/7. 
Sometimes it looks like he has a little food or 
water, but most of the time he just looks sad and 
neglected, surrounded by overturned plastic 
bowls in a nest of mud and filth.  Nobody plays 
with him, walks him, talks to him at all.  He is just 
"part of the scenery."

This is called tethering.  It restrains a dog and 
confines him in one place without human contact 
or proper care. It endangers both the animal and 
the people who cross into its territory.  Although it 
has been banned and criminalized in many 
places, this practice is still seen across the 
country, and people seem to just walk by, turn 
their heads, ignore it.  If it were a child, this 
treatment would be considered the worst kind of 
neglect and abuse.  Social outcry would be loud 
and continuous.

It shouldn't happen to a dog.  The Humane 
Society of the United States and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture call tethering 
"inhumane."  In an article published in the 
Federal Register as early as 1996, they stated 
this:  "Our experience in enforcing the Animal 
Welfare Act has led us to conclude that 
continuous confinement of dogs by a tether is 
inhumane. A tether significantly restricts a dog's 
movement. A tether can also become tangled 
around or hooked on the dog's shelter structure 
or other objects, further restricting the dog's 
movement and potentially causing injury.” 

People tend to assume that if you own a dog you 
are a responsible person.  A tethered dog is 
rarely well treated or taken care of.  Most likely, 
his feedings are sporadic, and he is given either 
a drafty shelter or none, regardless of weather. 


